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SCHOOLS — ELECTRONIC SPEED ZONE SIGNS 
Grievance 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [9.47 am]: I grieve to the Minister for Transport. The failure to install even 
one electronic school zone flashing sign near schools within my electorate since this policy was announced prior 
to the 2013 election is insupportable. Although I appreciate that the rollout has to occur over four years, I am 
particularly aggrieved that in the past two years, the electorates of Girrawheen and Hillarys are the only 
two metropolitan seats where not one such sign has been installed. These signs are funded from the road trauma 
trust account, which comprises the proceeds of speed and red-light camera fines. It beggars belief that, firstly, 
there are no schools that would fall within the Main Roads Western Australia criteria; secondly, that other 
electorates are getting their second or third round allocations while we are yet to get our first; thirdly, that my 
constituents would have made a contribution to the road trauma trust account through the payment of traffic 
fines, and equity would demand that they are equally entitled to a return by way of local road safety 
enhancements; fourthly, in the absence of an ESZ sign, the local government authorities have to spend for 
remedial traffic treatments at a number of locations; and, fifthly and most importantly and inexplicably, how is it 
that a child’s safety and wellbeing is considered of less value in the seat of Girrawheen than in other locations? 
The Liberal Party election policy commitment stated — 

If re-elected the Liberals will: 
• Install electronic flashing speed signs at every 40km/h school zone across the State to improve the 

safety of Western Australia’s children. 
Over the next four years a Liberal Government will ensure every 40km/h school zone is fitted with 
electronic flashing speed zone signs, clearly warning motorists of the changing speed ahead. 

Time constraints do not permit me to detail the protracted saga of correspondence I have had with both the minister 
and his predecessor, Troy Buswell. In May 2013, I wrote to the minister’s predecessor about several schools that 
were in need of these signs. I received a response from the minister’s policy adviser that stated, in part — 

Main Roads is currently compiling a list for the priority installation of the ESZ signs as part of the 
2013/14 program and you may be assured that the four schools mentioned in your correspondence will 
be included for consideration. 

In November 2013, I wrote again asking whether any decision had been made about the school zones previously 
nominated. Later that month, on 28 November, the following exchange occurred with Minister Buswell in the 
house. The then minister said — 

The good news for those school communities is that during the election campaign we agreed to provide 
$36 million so that every school in WA that currently has a 40-kilometre-an-hour speed sign painted on 
the road out the front will receive flashing speed signs over the subsequent three years, whether it be in 
metropolitan, rural or regional WA. That is a great outcome for community safety. 

To which I replied, “Not in my electorate.” The minister then said — 
They are in a lot of electorates and I cannot help it if the member for Girrawheen does not do her job 
properly. 

At which stage I lost it and said, “I have written to the minister about it, sunshine!” 
In December, I finally received a substantive response from a policy adviser informing me that none of the 
schools I had listed met Main Roads criteria in the 2013–14 allocation. It stated — 

Priority locations include schools adjacent to multi-lane roads that are speed zoned at 60 km/h and 
above. Typically these locations incorporate Children’s Crossings and have a high percentage of non 
local though traffic. 

I subsequently put a question on notice to the current Minister for Transport in June 2014 and corresponded with 
him in July and August supporting the Landsdale Primary School’s application. In that letter, I enclosed detailed 
speed statistics from local government, which indicated that high speeds exceeded 79, 75, 68 and 73 kilometres 
an hour at different locations around the school. I received the following response — 

Due to the scale of the program and priority given to those locations which experience the greatest 
potential hazard, installation of ESZ signage for schools within your electorate such as 
Landsdale Primary School were unable to be undertaken as part of the 2014/15 ESZ installation 
program. 
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I have had a subsequent letter from the minister contesting the traffic findings that were collected by the City of 
Wanneroo, even though the data that had been supplied was explicitly qualified. The letter gave me assurances, 
however, that the school would be considered in a 2015–16 program. 
Not to be deterred, and mindful that children in my electorate were being unfairly put at risk, I again wrote to the 
minister in June this year, noting that once again in the 2015–16 allocation my electorate had the dubious 
distinction of having missed out. The minister in his response at least graciously requested that DMR inspect the 
school zones to upgrade—wait for it—static signage. Having seen the list of schools that have been successful, it 
is certainly my view that a number do not meet the criteria; likewise, there are schools in my electorate that do. 
The other factor that is ignored and needs to be considered is that when there is a group of schools in close 
proximity, this has a multiplier effect. For example, close to Hartman Drive, a four-lane road that carries non-
local traffic, there is Kingsway Christian College, Ashdale Secondary College, Ashdale Primary School and, 
further away, Madeley Primary School. Likewise, Girrawheen Senior High School is on a major road, 
Marangaroo Drive, with Our Lady of Mercy Primary School next to it, and not far away Hudson Park 
Primary School. In fact, those three schools have considered staggering start and finish times to try to minimise 
traffic problems. Schools with larger student populations, such as Landsdale with almost 900 students, that have 
problematical parking around the school and reported near-misses should not have to take a back seat when these 
relevant risk factors have already been identified. 
I implore the Minister for Transport to accept that on any objective standard, some of the schools in the 
Girrawheen electorate should have received favourable consideration before now. I ask the minister to personally 
revisit the assessments. I ask him to acknowledge that it is unfair that my constituents’ contributions to speed and 
red-light camera fines are not reinvested in safety enhancements in the local area and, most importantly, to 
repudiate the suggestion that a child’s life in my seat of Girrawheen is worth less than a child’s life elsewhere. 
As actions speak louder than words, the best repudiation of this outrageous state of affairs is to act immediately 
to install ESZs in a number of locations within the Girrawheen electorate. 
MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.54 am]: I thank the member for Girrawheen for 
this grievance. The Liberal–National government recognises the importance of improving safety for children on 
their journey to and from school and the role that speed zones play in improving that safety for our children. As 
some members may be aware, the first 40-kilometre-an-hour school zones were introduced by the Court coalition 
government back in 1997, so we have acknowledged for some time the importance of reducing speed where there is 
a higher chance, particularly at the front of schools, of conflict between vehicles and pedestrians. 

A number of us realise that we want to ensure that drivers see the 40-kilometre-an-hour zones and adhere to the 
rules regarding that; hence, the government introduced the flashing 40-kilometre-an-hour signs to make it more 
visible so people could really understand. By the end of last financial year, around 310 school zones had been 
upgraded to include the electronic signs. There remain 837 to be done, so we still have a large number to go. 
Those schools across the state that have 40-kilometre-an-hour school zones will receive their flashing lights as 
part of the government’s $36 million commitment over the next two years. With over 1 070 schools across the 
state, it is a significant project to deliver flashing lights by our committed timing of 2017. Understandably, every 
school community wants their school to be given priority. 

Over the next two financial years, Main Roads Western Australia will be significantly increasing the rate of 
flashing school zone sign installations so that we can meet our commitment. To achieve this, Main Roads has 
engaged three contract companies to boost the rollout of the installation program. At this stage, the  
2015–16 installation program is under development by Main Roads and will be announced shortly. However, 
I take on board the member’s grievance and I assure her that schools within the Girrawheen electorate will 
receive flashing school zone lights as soon as practicable. In the meantime, my office has arranged for 
Main Roads to inspect the schools within the electorate with a view to upgrading the existing static signs where 
necessary to ensure that safety is maintained. Flashing school zone signs are well regarded by schools, parents 
and motorists because they are highly visible and remove any confusion as to when the 40-kilometre-an-hour 
speed limit applies around schools. The installation program has been extremely successful in raising driver 
awareness and safety around our schools, and certainly the Liberal–National state government is proud of its 
efforts in this regard. 
Our government is delivering on its commitment and is making real progress in ensuring the safety of our 
children around schools. There are concerns that there is favouritism. 
Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen! 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I can assure the member for Girrawheen that I have eight schools within my electorate that 
are yet to receive the flashing signs in school zones. It is a priority: 837 schools still require the flashing signs, 
which we are committed to delivering over the next two years. As I have said, we have put processes in place to 
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ensure that that commitment is fulfilled. I look forward to delivering flashing school zones to every school 
within the next two years. 
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